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PRISONERS OF JESUS CHRIST.

BY THEORORE L. CUYLER, . D.

the Apostle Paul had a variety of
siguatures. Sometimes he signs bim-
well tvantof Christ,” someticos “*an
apogtle, " and sometimes “'an ambassa
dor in chains.” Oune day he wrotes
letter—short and sweet—to his Colos
elan friend Philemon sbout his poor

biother Oonesin
fors

He looks st the fet-
and at tke Pretorian

him and beging his epis-

0 ouls wrist
Kunrd bosidd
tle words,
“Taul.n prisoner of Jesus Christ.” He

15 un evil doer, bot for

with ¢ brave cheorful

is vol in bonds
well doing, Mo is the smbassador of a
Kiog intinitely greater than all Roman
Carsars, and, like John in Patmos, he is
sghut up in captivity for the testimony
of J Thervfore, hrilliaot

sUus, Al @
wcher hos traly said, “he wears his
m I

we

provdly as o bride might
elet which hier busband
It is nn‘-y
his scurred and weather-beaten body
tht Y
rl'l'l !

ar the brad

had clasped on her arm.”
in by

und imperinl soul is free,

than

v happer man he can be

found withio the gates of Rome,

Perhups theso lines may be read by

misny of God’s people who are coulined

preachers. Last summer she told me
that over one hundred thousand sueh
volumes bad been secured in response
to her appeals.  Charlotte Elliott com-
posed lher richest and sweetest hymns
while she was one of Christ's prison-
erd. A large-hearted lady, shut in from
her former activities out-of-doors spenids
much of her time in folding and ad-
dressing little leaflets of awakening or
of eonsoling truth to those who may be
profited by them. In many a house
there is & room whose gilent influence is
felt all over the dwelling. The other
members of the family come in there
to inquire after the sick sufferer, to
bring some choee fruit or pleasant gift,
to read aloud or walch with her
throgugh the lonesome night. From
that room steals forth an influence

that makes every one gentler and
tenderer and more unszitish.  Per-
haps this 1w one of the rea-

sons why God permits some of his
children to suffer: they not only grow
purer by the chastening, but become
evangelists of blessings to others.  Paul
in his prison prompted muny besides
Onesiphorus to deeds of sympathy for
him, and he evoked such gifts of kind.
ness from his gpirttual children at Phil-
ippi that be writes to them that their
love “hath blosromed out afresh,” That
is the literal rendering of the message
sent by the sunny-hearted old prisoner
of Jesus Christ.  Good friends, it mat-
ters little where we are so long as our
inwer life s hid with Christ and we
keep it luminous with the joy of his
presence.

Brookiyn, N. Y.

“HOBSON'S CHOICE."
Did you know that this familar
phroze, “Hobson's Choice,"” preserves
the memary of & very good and useful
Thomas Hobson born
YEOrs & CAarrier

man? Was
1544 e was for sixty
between London and Cambridge. con-

veving to and from the University let-

to their houses by chronie sickoess or
by the iotirmitivs of age. In my own
1l ire geveral devoted Christinne,
who bave not been atle 1o enter the
house of God for many years;
pome are too old to venture out, and
others are sufferiog ivvalide. 1 am ac-
customed to call these the “prisoners of
Christ,”" and when @ visit them, it is as
much for the good they do to me as for
any good that 1 con do them. What

eliquent sermons they preach to me on
the brauty of
on the supporting power of the “Ever- |

submigsive patience and

Low

ol
utterly ashamed of myself that

lasting arm | often have T gone

[
ickness, feching

or even indulge

out of thess rooms

ever |

murimur at anythinog |

mplainipgs st the providentinl

immuany «

dealing W n loving Gold! Oae of these
chronic soiferers is w sweel, refined |
o eultueed young lady, who for long
veurs has never had aoy other “outing ™’
thau o be removed from one room to
another in her fathers house. But|

wherever her bed of pain s ;-Jlu'#-d. I]i¢|
hies with _}Il‘[. ‘Ilhl‘ hht'|)' :
herd knoweth nll flock and Just
one of them is pastured; he

e Jesus is

his

where vach

calleth them all by name. Another of
these ptisoners of Christ has been kept |
from church for twenty vears by intense
rheumatic sufferings; vet the Lard of
1l netunry visits ber, und feeds her

with the sweetest of his heavenly man-

n.  Sometimes Jwhen 1 quote some

bright passage of consolation, or read
some cheering psalin, & happy smile
plays across her fnce whicly is distorted
by the agonies of protracted  disease,
What are any ol my poor sermous in
comparison with her [eloquent sand ma-
jestic hymn of patience ¢ To speak for
( hrist or to work for Christ is eusy nmd
pleasant; but to bear for Christ either
piin or poverty or reproach  with
vouvigeous patience is o far higher |
trivmph of golly achievement. |

Just why the loving Master confiues
pomie of hia chioicest and best in rooms |
of sullering and eripples others of !!u"nl

in buly and in parse, wecannot always |
te and that
i thiat he does not tean o eripple their
No portion of Paul’s won-
derful career was productive of more |

1. One thing is very clear

nisel o i ness,
solid results thon the yeurs of his im-

pri He preached the |
kivgdom of God tu those about him un- |

at Rome.

et

il there were many converis o
“Clasar s honsehold e wrote seven
out of his thirteen undisputed epistles
while he was the prison-cheplain under |

the eye of tyrant Nero's jailers—one of |

these wus the letter to Phillippi |
which is the epistle of gratitode
for divine mercies and of exultant |
joy uader sharp aflictions. If the
L= of birds are somelimes ;-\,\'a-n-d,

up in order to make them smog, then |
the old hero was caged to furnish lu|
the world
epics of sublime faith in Jesus. Satan
afterward clupped John Bunyan into s
prison and lo! out of the windows of
Badford jail Honted the transcendent |
allegory of the “Pilgrim’s Progress "'|
Old John Brown. of Ossawolamie, dil

one of its most melodious |

more while an imprisoned Simson in |
Virgin to pull down the pillars of the |
house of Negro bondage than if he bhad

been st the bead of an army of emanci- '

pation,

The service of Jesus Christ is not lim-
itedd by any siress A
sick chumber bas often been made a
chosen spot for glorifying God, The
celebrated Halyburton, of Scotland,
weloomed scores of vishora to  that
room io St Andrew s, where they stood
around bedside and listened to
words that seemed to be inspired by &
glimpse of Heaven from the land of
Hleulnb. Nowe of his previoug sernons
uopalled discoursivgs from thet
bed of suffering. * This is the best pul-
pity " waid be, 1 was ever in. T am laid
wn this bed for this ver vy enid that L may
commend my [rod”  he called it
bavds with the King

Aftee n  might of
sgonizging pain be said to his wife:
“Josus came to me in the third
watal of tho night, walking upou the
witers, aod bessid unto me, 1 am Alpha
wud Umegs, the beginpiog and the end,
und 1 bave the keys of death. He
stilled the tempest in my soul sod there
isu sweet calm. 1 bave ripened fast
under the bright Sun of Righteousuness,
aud buve bad brave showers. Now I

of circumstavoes.

his

"

of

shakivg
Terrors,

| science in his youth,

ters and packages, slso passengers. In
addition to his express business, he had
a livery stable, sod let horses to the uni-
versity students. Hemade it a rule that
all the borses should have sceording to
their ability, » proper division of work
ard rest. They taken out in
regular order us they sood, beginniog
the the door. No
chuice was allowed, and if any man re-

were

wilh one nearest

fuesd to take the animal aesigned him,

he might go without any. That or
pone. Heneo the phrase, ‘Ilobson's
Choiee.

In the spring of 1080, the plague broke
out in England, The colleges of Cam-
bridge were closed, and among the pre-
cautions taken by the authorities to
avoid the iofection, Hobson was for
bidden to go to London.
January, 1081, partly, it is said, from

He died in

anxiety und fretting: at his enforeed
loisure. Hobson wasone of the wealth-
thiest eltizens of Cambridge, and did
much for the benefit of the town, to
which he left several legacies. His
death ealled forth many poems from
wiembersof the University, officers and
students, among them two by the poet
Milton, thon of Christ’s
College.

a stuaent

NEVER TOO LATE T0 LEARN.

Sccrates, ot an extreme ol oge,
learned to play on musical instru-
ments,

(ato, ut eighty years ol age, began Lo
study the Greek lavguage.

Plutarch, when between seventy and
eighity, commenced to study Latin.
thirty
when he commenced his studies in

Bocaccio was vears of age
light literature: yet he became one of
the greatest masters of he Tuscan dia
lect, Dante and Plutarch being the other
LW,

Sir Hepry Spellman uveglected the
but commenced
the study of them when he was between
fifty and sixty years of age. After this
time he became s most learned aoti
quary and lawyer,

Dr. Johuson applied himsell to the
Dutoh langusge but a few days before
his death.

Ludovico Monaidesch, ot the great
age of one bundred and fifteen, wrote
the memoirs of his own time,

Ogliby, the trauslatorjol Homer and
Virgil, was unacquaioted with Latin
il Greek till he was past fifty.
Fravklin did not commence bis philo-
sophical researchies till he reached nis
fittieth year.

Devden, in his sixty-eighth year,
commenced the translation of the
HFuoeid, his most pleasivg production.

A STRINGENT ANTIESALOON LAW.

The most radical law ever enacted
against suloons in Missouri went into
eifect November 1st, aud, if honestly en-
forced, will go far toward destroying
their attractiveness. The law is popu-
larly knownas the Newberry Law, and
since its pussage has provoked a storm
of eriticism from the saloon keeper and
widespread indorsements from the pul-
pit. The law, in substance, prohibits
dice, eards, chairs or tables in saloons;

| pinnos. banjos and musical instruments

of all kinds are also prohibited. Sing-
ing in & suloon will be o misdemeanor,
Pool-tables, billisrd-tables and bowling-
alleys must go, and all games of chance
for drinks or fuu covducted in a ssloon
will be & misdemeanor. Sparring and
wrestling are prohibited, and a license
can be revoked upun couviction for any
violution.
DEATH BED REPENTANCE.

Mr. Joseph Cook wisely remarks
that “*A death bed repentance is never
to be encouraged before the time, or
discouraged at the time."" And this re-
minds us of what Lord Byron so fe-
licitously says of ithat repentance for
past sinniog which loud tempests at sea
produce.
‘They vow to nmend thelr lives, and yel

they don't,

Beciuse if drown'd (hey enn't-ssif spared

Yenrnlog for love and sympathy,
And quick the sign tp eomprobend—
“My boart i true; and Lm your friend !

Thius one repels -another draw:;
And many are misjudged becnuse
Not age lu twenty understands
Il gracious art of shaking haods,

MARRIAGE.

Men and women, and especially
young people, do not know thut it tukes
years to marry completely two hearts,
even of the most loving and well sorted.
But nature allows no sudden change.
Weo slope vay gradually from the
eradle to the summit of life. Marriage
s grudual, a fraction of us at a time.
A happy wedlock is a loog fallivg in
luve. Iknow young persons thiok love
only belongs 1o brown bair, and plump,
round, erimgon cheeks. S0 it does for
its beginning, just as Mt Washiogton
begins at Boston Bay. But the golden

marrisge e a  part of love which
the bridal day koows nothing
of. Youth is the tas-el and silken

flower of love; age is the full corn,
ripe, and solid in the ear. Buoautiful
in the morniog of love with is pro
phetic erimson, violet, purple and gold,
with its hopes of days that are to come,
Benutiful slso is the evening of love,
with its glad remembrances, and (s
ruinbow side tarned toward heaven as
well as earth. Young people marry
their opposites in temper and  geoeral
character, and such a marriage 13 com-
mounly a good match, They do it in-
stinctively. The young man does noi
sav, My black eyes require to be wed
with blue, and my over vehgmence
requires 1o be a little modified with
somewhat of dulloess ond reserve.’
When the opposition come together

Tyeire.

CONSECRATED UMBRELLAS,

1 hope you own ove, my reader. It
is mot every Christian who does. 1
know a great many umbrellas that go
conmantly to office and store, to places
of amusement, and to homes of friends,
which are never seey at church on Sun-
day, or at pn}-ur-mroliug on Wednes-
day night.

When we ask the Lord to take and
pse “all that we are, and all that we
have,” we do not always mean our
rainy Sunday selves and our umbrellas,
Now, 1 sm sure that there is uo ony
who believes more heartily than 1 io

in business, fervent in spirit, servivg
|the Lord.” Icannot think very high-
|1y of that piety which is only for
But on the other hand
of epirit which never
carries us  through  disagreeable
weather to the house of the Lord,
does not deserve the name. Il our um-
brellas bear the inscrivtion, * HoLisFss
Tir GHE Lorp,'  they will be taken out
in Bunday’s sprivkles. us well as iu
Mouday's showers. 1f the Lord has
given us umbrellag, wateryroof « loaks,
and overshoes (and what have we Lhat
we have not received ?) then it I8 neither
right nor grateful on our part Lo use
these things only lfor onr own Tuoning
to and fro.

What would you think of your pas-
tor if his umbrellas were not ut the ser-

f‘huﬂ.‘ia usge,

the [fervor

that religion which makes one “diligent |

My way 10 sefe-

Better in the darkness just to feel Thy Hand
And follow Thee ;

Joy s like restiess day, but peace Divine
Like quiet night;

Lead me, O, Lon), till perfect day shall shine

Through Pence to Light,

QUEENS OF SHEBA.
Tuoncof the Sunday-echool lessons
just ahead of us, we are to tell and be
told that nncient story, so exhaustless
lp historie romance and In human in-
terest—how., when Solomon was in all
hig glory, the Queen of the South was
allured to take & long and wearisome
Caravan journay to see ‘with her own
| eyes whether the reality answered to
the fame and wisdom of this paragon of
princes.  Her main object was to
“eommune with Solomon of all that
was in her own heart,” and receive an-
swers to her many questions. Bat,
though gulog home laden with wisdom
for future reflection and direction, ber
chief impression was derived from the
universul and lavish displays of wealth
and prosperity, of vast revepues, and of
progress in all the arta of life.
To-day history is repeating itsell on
a gracder seale and in the modern
methods, **The Three Americas™ have
come Lo visit a greater than Solomon s
Israel, apd to confer on the many ques-
tions of political and economis wisdom
which have already made this Union of
ours “foremost in the files of time.”
The coming conferences on matters of
common interests among these represen-

vice of the Lord? What has vour pas
tor i right to think of you? You need
not be afraid of rain—the light which
shines from under a consecrated um-

brella cannot be quenched by rain-

to be wed, they do not know it, but
each thinks the other just like himself.
Old people never marry their opposites;
they marry their similars, and from
calculation. Each of these two arrange

jouruey these young opposites will fall
out of the way & great many times, and
both get away from the road ; but each
will charm the other back agaio, and
by snd by they will be agreed as to the
place they will go to, and the road
they will go by. and become re-
econciled. The man will be nobler
and larger for being aesociated with
so much humanity unlike himself ; aod
she will be a nobler woman fur hav-

ments i8 very proper. ln their loovg|

drops. Indeed, we sometimes get the
richest and most abundant oil in our

lamips ot rainy Sundays, and our lights

"I burn the brighter through all the com-

ing week.

| am sure that Satan must knpw that
eonsecrated umbrellas i cotscerated
hautds are weapons hard to be with-
us think (if we think
umbreilas are not
We

stood, 80 he makes
of it atall) that our
worthy the il of consecration.

| know better: in fulure let us have the

t our convietious,—Christian

COurage o
Olserver.

GGOD FOR EVIL

When the dog tax was flirst imposed

ing manhood besides her that secks
to correct her deficiencies and supply
her with what she lacks, if the diver-
sity be not too great, and there be
real piety and lovein their hearta to
begin  with, The old bridegroom
having & much shorter journey to
make, must associate himsell  with
one like himself, A perfect and com-
plete marringe is perhaps a4 rare as
perfect personsl  beauty. A real
happy merriage of love and judg-
ment, between a noble man and wo-
mun, is one of the things so very hand-
some that if the sun woere, as Greek
poets fabled, a god, he might stop the
world in order to feast his eyes with
such & spectacle.—Theodore Parker.

' MINISTRY OF LITTLE CHIL
DREN.
“When our little boy died.”” has been
the beginning of pilgrimage for many
bereavad parents, **When the baby
died, " dutes impressions on the family
cirele thay have matared to godliness.
The oll may outlive their friends;
the middle-nged may make enemies
whoare glad to get rid of them, or.
wandering off, die where none lament ;
but the babe is without prejudice in
life. and mighty in death. Itis God's
messenger of reconciliation, His tlag of
truce in this world of enmities, and
envies, and wrath, and strife. It has
strong hold on two hearts, if no more. |
Uhe empty eciby, the half-worn shoe, the [
soft locks of hair, that few may see,
prolong the painful yet pleasing mem
ory of the avgel-visitor that looked in
upon us and smiled, and went to
Heaven, bidding us, amid care and
sorrow, to follow oun.
There is something so peculiarly af-
fecting in the loss of a child that we
sympathize with the parent who said
lie believed no mimster prepared to
bury anolher’s child who had npot
buried one of his own.
There's many nu empty eredle,
There's many o vacant bed,
There's many p lonesome hosom
Whose Joy and Hght sre tled;
For thick Iu eyery grave-yard
The hittle hllloeks be,
And every Hitle hillock represents
An angel In the siy.
In this way beaven is receiving large
contributiens from earth. Next to the
convorsion of the soul, the enemy of
Giod and man may take least plessure
i the death of a child. His snarcs are
all prevented, and his prey surely lost.
We bless God for our creation, The
opening of & career of immortal exis-
tence is in itself & groat event—a mis-
sion of praise and glory. Though the
voice of praise swell as the sound of
many waters und the celestial barpers
are numberless, 1071 his ear detects each
new voice and joyful string, and the
praise of these little ones glorieth Him,
Iu this view, the babe, even for a few
days, and sickly-—--that goeth from the
cradle to the graves—--is of more in-
trinsic importance than  material
worlds.
A Hindoo woman said to a mission-
ary, “Surely your Bible was written
by & woman.”' “Why?"" “'Because it
suys #0 many kind thivgs for woman.
Qur Shastas pever refer to us but in re-
proach.”
Parents who bave watched by the
couch of suffering wnocence, and seen
the desire of their eye taken away ata
stroke, have found themselves busy
running over the Seriptures for faith,
and gathering uwp, &8 &  slay
of their hearts, what God has said
for their listle children.  How
full, aud precious and unequivocal are

they won't,"
Jl & HU“UI.

A .kh-‘ﬁ.l.l. fah b L e . I S e et R L

1
| .
| he conxed to the river aide, told him to

in France, people set o work to get rid
of their use A

¥ Frenchmoan
Bad un old (Newfoundland dJdog, which

] d-‘-;.‘—.

| lie down, tied all his four feet together
with a rope, and pushed him ioto the
seine. ‘The dog. in his struggles, loos-
ened the rope, and, with great difficul-
ty and panting for breath, scrambled
up the steep ban's.  There stood his
master, stick in band, Lo drive him
back ; he struck the dog.
and then, coming to elosequarters, gave

him & violent push. in doing which he
somehow lost his own balnoce, aud

Bimself fell into the water, s hopes
of life would lave been very few in-
deed if the dog had pot been *the bet-
ter man of thetwo.”” But the dog. for
getting the treatment he lad jost re-
ceived, plunged of his own accord into

ont  at

the river, where he had g0 nearly met

his death, aod spent his remaining
gtrength in saving bis would be  mur
derer. It was a haed stroggle, but he
came off congueror, and the two walk
¢ home together —the one trivmphant,

the other, let ug hope, repuntant,

WHAT Is THE END OF LIFE ?

The end of lifo 1s, not to do  good, al-
though many of us think so. 1L is oot
to win souls, although 1 ouee thouglt
so. The eod of hie is to do the will of
God, That may be on the line of doivg
good or winning souls, or it may not.
The maximum achievement of any man s
life ufter it isall over is to have done all
the will of God.,
can have dooe any more with o life:
no Luther, no Spurgeon, no Wesley.
no Melancthon, can have done any
more with their lives: and a dairy
maid or a scavenger can do as much.
Therefore, the supreme prineciple
upon which we have un our
lives i to adhiere, through good re-
port or ill, through temptation and
prosperity and adversity, to the will
of God, wherever that may lead us. It
may take you away to China, or you
who are going to Africa may have to
stay where you are; you who are going
to be an evangelist way bave Lo go into
business, and you who are going into
husiness mway bave to become an evan-
gelist. But there is no happiness or
sn:oess in life Litl thut principle is takin
possession ol.—Professor Drummond.,

No man vr woman

1o

A WONDERFUL WIFE.
Thare was an old preacher once who
told some boys of the Bible lessan he
was to read io the mormpg. The boys
finding the place, gloed together the
connecting pages. Toe next morning
he read on the bottom of the page:
“When Noah was one hundred aud for-
ty, be took unto bimself a wife, who
was (turning the leaf) one hundred and
forty cubita long. forty cubits wide.
built of gopher wood, covered with
pitch ingide aud out.” He was natu-
rally puzzled at thi=. Hs read agaio,
verifipd it, and then said: *My friends,
thi® is the first time 1 ever met this in
the Bible, but I accept it as an evidence
of an assertion that we are fearfully and

wooderfully made,""—Erchange,

TuE gorporation of Yale College bas
established a professorship of Hiblicay
literature in the academic depirtment,
to be known as the Woolsey professor-
ship. ia commemoration of the late
President Woolsey, The endowment
of the professorship is fifty thousand
dollars, given by a few men who de-
sire their names unknown. Professor
Willham R. Harper bos been chosen (o

ihe pussages of comfort! Tbe conclu:

iill t1e place.

tatives of a world of pationalities are
looked torward to with high hopes
of instruction, profit and
allisnce. In  fact, one would be
ra<h to  limit his conjectures of
what may come of it all, as the era ap
proachkes when this ** New World ™" 18
to be the world-centre and throne,
holding the earth for republican liber-
iy and for a peace which needs not to
b dronclad with warlike armament.
We can readily coneeive that here the
great demonstration is to be made., how
the nations of the earth may cast all
their barriers down, may
coma to orgamze their interests ioto
partonersliips rather than rivalries, may
arm only for aud not against ench other,
Lill the vision is fallilled —

mutuul

traditional

“When'the war dram threobs no longer, and
the battle-tags are furied
In the pariinmont of man, the
t world

Hut at present the Queens of Sheba
are being conveyed about our Israel wo
see with Lheir own eyes the vastoess
and beauty and resources of our do-
main, its stupendovs natursl phenome-
ua, the greatoess of its magic cities, its
crops nnd minerals more marvelous in
their gathering than in their growth,
il ships more numerous than the sea-
gulls of the irs railroads
which begin to overcrowd each other,
and whose transcontivental Tiues bave
made the famous Roman and Alexan-
drinn  roads of old seem almost like
baby work. Still more imporiant, let
us hope that they are having their eyes
apened Lo the possibilities and  the
of a truer republicanism
than their own, suda purer Chrs-
timoity. HBeing traned observers and
thinkers, they capnot fail to carry
homwe many o lesson  of wisdom which
invention cannot
supply, and which can alope golve the
riddie of Amencan life nod hberty. It
i to be feared that these most import-
aut are not by any means Lthe most ap-
parent sserets; that  livtle paios will be
tuken to show them the silent and un

pretentions sway of a wisdom of One
than Solomon: in fact. that
which they will be called to
nbout and to admire, will
the real  bulwarks aod
towers of our  Zion. They will
see much that will only hide those
humbler foundations, and mislead them
48 to the true pources and the nctual
standards of American  prosperity.
[hey will see the Hill of Zion buils
over with temples to Mammon and Mil

com and Meloch and Chemosh aund,
Ashitaroth, crowded fu with those of
(hirist, They will be thrown among
men and women, and eccial habits and
maxims, which will give them small
idea of & purer morality than their own.
It ig o pity that they will see little of
the simple, plous, home life of the great
mass of our people; the Christinn fam-
ily; the religious and peaceful Lord's
Day: the country school; the Sunday

fedemtion of

shore, and

bliessings

political economy or

greater
mueh;
walk

not  be

charities and niissions; the communi-
tiea which bave baniabed the saloon;
the countless and coprous Bible streams,
to which are due so much of the greer-
ness and fruitfulness of the trees which
cover the land with groves of olive and
cedars of Lebanon,

It should be aspecial apd constant
prayer while these envoys of the Amer-
icas ure among us, that they may learn
a truer, simpler, purer Christianity to
tell their people of, and that we on our
part, while aw akeniog to the great pos-
sibilities of & cleser ioplercourse and
more comwmon jnterest in worldly
things, may be aroused to a deeper con-
cern for their spirtual ignorance, su-
perstition, low morality. and lack of
Bibles and of evangelical instruction.
The field was never so cpen. vor the
work done so encouraging. There are
decided signs of movement towards the
light, srd in the privcipal countries
the fullest  toleration and legsl
rights for I.otestonts, and yet in
Brazil, with a territory equal to that of
the whole United States, but a handful
of evangelists are at work. In Chili,
the corypheus of the South American
sisterbood of States, a correpponding
advance has been made in the
progress ; thirteen Protestant churches
haviog been established while several
pative youths are just entering the
ministery. In Venexuels, with 2,000,
100 population, vo Protestant mission=
ary scclety has ever yet set up its tents,
though Rible distributors bave been

s«chools; the humble and innumerable}

sowing the seed. Bolivia snd Ecuador

con to crogs. A critical moment comes,
sooner or later. in which we have to
pass from the old 1ife to the new by un
act which decides our fate and deter-
mives the whole nature of our future.
There is no career s0 quiet and ubevent-
ful but this fateful moment oceurs in it.
It will come in the shape of tempta-
tion, or sorrow, or change; and the way
in which this crowning irial will be
met will be determined by the trainiog
that has been received from Lhe pre-
vious routine of ordinary life, Welearn
in little things the lesson which be-
comes of powerful use in great events,
and acquire in resistance to daily petty
temptations the force of character
which is 1o be called out into resolute
vigor in eritical experiences.

Tha best preparation for the croming
of any Rubicon is wrestling with God
before-band in prayer, like Jacob, If
we succeed in getting the blessing of
the Lord, we know that our path will
be a victorious one; that our foes will
become our friends, and the things
that were adverse, favorsblel We
aball pass over into the new circum-
stances, knowing, it may be, but dimly
what shall befallus, but haviog already
in possession, wrought out in the very
texture of our soul, through the trial
in which we have been victorious; that
faith in God which is the ground of our
most absolute confllence and our largest
hope.

But it may be th# our Rubicon is of
8 different nature. It may be like
David s, a flight from the consequences
ofour sin. We cross the brook of sad
ness because we have planted in our
life some seed of evil. and are now reap-
ing its bitter fruit. Wehave found that
ains breaka the ties and sweet assccin-
tions of life, and drives the soul into a
dreary and lonely desert. The curse rises
from the ground, and, like Shimei's, be-
comes articulate to us. We pass through
the walley of the shadow of death,
But such a crossing over the Kidron
of the soul will be blessed, if it leads, as
in David's case, to heartfeltand abiding
repentance; for the sin that croates 3
breach between us and others will only
create, if we arg Lruly penitent, »
deeper friendship between us and [lim
whose blood cleanseth from all sin
and whose love mukes the sinner’s sor
row—which would have been unavail
ing if it were ouly the sosrow of the
world that worketh dealh—the straight
and narrow way to higher holiness and
purer happiness.

If the crossing of the stream lias been
to us as to Jacob and David, a decisive
chaoge of character and purpose, the
waters will be o very baptism of purifi
cation, in which our old life will be
carried from us down into the Dead
Sea, and our flesh will come again like
anto the flesh of a little child. We
shall pass over to a Mabanwim, the
Lord's host, from the wvalley of (he
shadow of death. led across the [dark
waters of sorrow to God's beart upd te
God's throoe, and shall acquire, iv the
wrestling of the Jabbok, the earnest of
the inheritance of the saints in light.
The passing through sny trinl that i
sanctified 1o us isa crossing of the brook
Kidron to the Gethsemane of the soul
with Christ. Why is all vorrow m
lonely ¥ Why does it make a solitude
around us and within us? Why doe
it withdraw us from our fellow-crea,
tures apd lead us into the desolote wil-
dervess, where common experience ¢ nd
ordinary sympathy are unsavailiog? TIs
it not thut we may be brought into
nearer and tenderer relationship with
Him who has felt the awful burden of
human woe as no human being has real-
ized it, and 1o all our aflictioos is still
afflicted ¥ We are mada capable of
feelings which we cannot utter, and of
pains and sorrows which we canunot
share with others, because Jesus is Lhe
interpreter of our feelings and the
sharer of our sorrows.

The cloud that shuts us out from the
world, shuts us in more closely with
Him, and in the very core of thecloud’s
darkoess and loneliness, we behold the
trausfiguration of sorrow—a beauty
and a glory such as we see notin all the
fairest and brightest hours of life. The
wilderness, where human help is farth-
est off, i the place where heavenly help
is nearest, where the ladder is set up
that reaches from earth to heaven, and
the apgel appears in the bush and min-
isters tenderly to our necessities, under
the shadow of (he juniper where we
have lain down to die.

Life knows not such peculiar and gra-
cious revelations of divine love, aa the
solitude of sutfering into which we are
withdrawu from our fellow-creatures
to ba more entirely alone with Himself,
We havenot tosay to Him,"*Couldst thon
pot watch with me one hour?"" He i
with us,—a very present help in our time
of peed. Itismo angel that s'rongth
ens ua, but the Lord Jesus bimeelf.
Thg sorrow with which no stranger can
intermeddle, may weep itself out on the
bosom of the Friend that sticketh closer
than a brother. For us, there is no
lonely, forsaken place in God's
universe. We can say, **Alone, yet not
alone, for the Saviour is with me,"” us
we pass over the brook Kidron to sbare
in the Gethsemane of the soul, the fel-
lowship of his sufferings, as be shares
the fellowehip of ours,

Our own pain and sorrow will give us
a fuller understandiog of the suffer-
ings of the Man of Sorrows, and bind
us more closely to him; for nothing
brings two beings nearer than a shared
sorrow. And haviog thus drunk of
the brook of sadness with him by the
way, we shall yet lift up our head with
bim ia bliss. We shull be with him,
when *‘the rapsomed of the Lord shall
return and come to Zion with songe
and everlatiog joy upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and

sorrow and sighing shall flee away."”
Tar King of Portugal died last Sat-
urday. son, Prince Carlos, Duke

“You'd displatn it 1" Then May answered :
My grandma’s wore twios, | goess !

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

America is not the only country that
is vexed and perplexed by the problem
of religious education in public schools.
France has been making an experiment
in this matter within the last balf
dozen years that is well worth notivg.
Io 1852 the law was passed completely
withdrawing the public sohoocls from
the influence of the clergy, and sub-
stituting  “‘moral  ijostruction™ in
the place of religicus, without de
fining in detail what the suthorities
understood by such ** morality,’” Ouve
of the features of the present Exposi
tion is a massive volume, compiled by
the well known Protestant theologiov
and dean of the Paris faculty. Dr. Fr
Lich'enberger, from 3538 offizial reports
of school directors and aspectors #gent
i, by order of the government, for th
purpose of learning how the law has
been working, The result is severcly

disappoioting (0o the advocate ol
purely  secu'ar  education and
of the substitution of Yagus

and general principles of morala for
positive religion. It is impossible to
aystematize the nnswer given; but it is
clear that endless confusion prevails as
to what “*moral iostruction™ is, and
that, in any shape or form, it cannot
take take the place of religious train
ing. Positive Protestants, like Lich
tenberger and FEdmond de  Pres
sense, nckonowledge the tailure ol
the erccularization of the
but do not advocate o return to the old
syrtem, lest the Roman Catholic clergy
be given onee more Lhe absolute contryl
which they formerly possessed. Bui
Pressense, in his Revue Chrotienne. de

rrhools

clares that a morality npot  based
apon a  positive  Christian  foun
dation is absolutely valueléss, aud
urges that  this new “maral [in

structipn be banished from the schools
that the instruction in genersl Iy
made a4 moral as possible: that reli
gious nstruction be imparted outside
of the regalar school hours in th
schiool buildings themselves; and that,
in general, the training of the coming
goneration in the principles of Christi
anity be advanced in every porsib’e
muanver, It ia exceedingly diubeful
whether the authorities will take any
steps in this direction,—Sunduy School
Times.

A WONDERFUL MAN.
A writer in the Missfonary says:
“Fmin Pasba in Central Afrida, is om
of the most fascinating as well as valu-
(ble books relating to Africa; and a re-
markable fact convected with it is, that
though the author, so far as known, i
oot only alive. but in aclive service be
i# pot even aware of the existence ol
the voluwe. In the centre of the
quatorinl province Emio Pasha hae
bown practically slut awsy from he
world, and for years ut a Lima
he has received no communication
from without. But he has pever
theless been able to send to  his
speciul friends, Professors Schwein-
furth aund Ra'zel, and Doctors Felkin
and Hartlaub, letters which have
reachied them, and which they feel t
v of such value to the world that they
have arranged aod presented them i
this comely volume of 547 pages. The
journals cover the period from 1577 to
April, 1857, although there are mupy
gops. The contributions to natural
wistory contained in this volume would
b suflicient to give fame to any man,
but when we add to this the service ol
Ewin Pasha as a military leader and
governor, and his protracted and en-
argotic ¢fforts for the suppression of the
slave trade and the amelioration of the
condition of the people of the equatoria)
proviunce, we are consumned to admit
that he is one of the most wonderful
men of bis time,

It was in 1875 that Gordon made
dmin goveroor of the equatorial pro-
vinee, and the new ruler ummediately
undertook to redeem the districy from
the domination of slave traders. With
great energy and patience he wrought
until he had troingd o pative soldiery
ind bad banished the slave traders from
the province; and in 1582 he was able to
show a net profit through his adminis
tration of £10000 in place of the
greceding anousl deficit of nol
tar  from £160,000. Regatdivg Lis
sdministrativedduties as of prime im-
portance, he never suffered Lis
intemse ~ love for ecientific in
vestigations to interfere with his
work a8 @ ruler, While throughout
thesn letters to bis friends (hereiss
singular mingling of records of his ad-
ministration with scconnts of the won
derful flora and fsuna of the provioce.
it 13 clear that bis heart is first of all
fixed upon securing good government
for the people over whom he is placed
Dr. Hartlaub, referring to the zoolog:-
cal collections and observations which
Fmin Pasha bsas made, declares thai
they are astonishirg in the highest de-
gree. But they cannot be more aston-
whing than are the results of his ad-
mivistration amoug the people.’

A MODERN Greek legend invests the
bolm oak with & very bad reputatior,
When the crucifixion wasabout to take
place, all the trees met together and de-
termined not to lend their wood to the
construction of the cross. They all
kept their word except the holm oak.
The other trees broke in pieces when
an altempt was made to utilize them
for cross-making. The holm cak alone

tonukmnn:nm
- ™ .

allowed itsell to be made use of ; where-

look after the Armenisns who are
He has commenced work 1
- . .
St Epwakp Guixxess bas
£200 000 for the ereetion of dw
in London for the laboting
£50,000 to be simlarly used
benefit of the peor of Dablin,
- . .

L4

Y

Tig Jews hava been cedered to')
Bessarabia. and it ia reported "
thousands of them have -
colonize lavds in the Argentine
lie.

- - L

I order to keep the dress cost on
church, the archbishop of Ca
has ondered that no marviage |

all be issued for an bour later thed

u'clock.
. . . b

Kixa Lovts, of Portugal, did nol

all his reign sign a single crder fod

ital punishment. He kad ?

wruples against inflicting the

penalty, and so succeeded in

practically obsolete in his domi
-

L] - .
Mus. Euizapemn  Stvarr  Pumt
WaARD Lins been miun;.mq-[
ausband, a story, the scenes and
fonts of which are laid in the o
Christ, She is also prepariog 8
an earlier period, the time of D |
L] - - A3
Proresson W. J. Tucker, of A f--'
aays that vefore the end of this cent
Japan may be ictidel, Moham 3
CUhristian, Of course, it remaing
the Christisn church to say w
shall be. J 3

Tie Baptist churches in
Llodia, havieg seen an seccount in 1\‘
ligious paper of the need of & chapel
Hammerlest, Norway, aear the Am
Chiele, took up o collection of
wyenty dollars, and seut it to
brethiren. l‘h:ialiu:ityi:ec

IT15 mentioned in Robert's
Hannsh Moore, Lhat in 1753 that I8
at next o Dr. Juhuson, at the di
party at the B shop of Chester's héy
e suys: “Lurged him to take s I8
aive. o replied, ‘1 can’ 3
little, ehild, therefore 1 never !1»‘
Abatinevce s us enry Lo me a8 .
wee would be dificalt! "

- - -
I3 OXFORD to be the great
wentre of BEogland? Mauosfield C
tor the Congregationslisis, has
wome there, and pow the Unitarks
auve located their New et G
¢atin the old temporary qui L B
wacunted by the Congregaiionali
I'hus college bas been shiftiog abous |
tween Manchester, York, aod nd
ind at lust goes, as if by foree of
iy, o le'md.-

i -
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ARCHDEACON FARRAR degires s
10 the old orders of celibate
noodg, in order to regain the icflues
if the church upon the working cla
ahich he vow thioks tobo at &
‘b, Heisnot the only one wh
hese times 15 putting hope in &
zenious method to supply the
ke Christian enthusiasm, seal
demial which results from the

ment of “power from on high,"
. s e
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Toe mssionary work of the :
lertuken by the Methodista bas |

completed.  Finaccial suecess b
abundantly met with, Last No o
‘his religious body set out to N
81,200,000 for missions at home |
abrowd. In the year which en 'f:
vewber 1, 1880, £1.130,000 Lad

ruised, being §100,000 above wha
contiibuted the previeus twelve
Lo 1554 only 780,000 were collectey
the same work., Tuis shows s w
ful growth in zeal and lib
speaks well for the earnestness
thusinsm of this denomination,

- L L

Tue meeling of Adventistsin
wrville, Va., last month to w
comeiog of Christ, ns we
was lurgely attendel. A disy
the Chicago Inter Ocean says
day, on October 31, *the
clad in garments of white,
cembled in their meeting-
iously awaiting the greas
clouding of the sun ot
tsiled with joyous scclaim, the
ous people believing that it W
sign  that the momentous
ing wss st bscd. When
clouds rolled by again and the Kj
day reappesred 1n | his usual
prayers, shouts, and | '
the air, aod meoans of diss
were heard on every vide. As
of evening fell with mno {
the dissolution of this whirling

feeling of deep sorrow prevasled a8
the weary and worn w _
sadly depaited for their homes."

- L]

T-lmwodurd-..
pine denominations, are 1
wonderful work of grace in Yorl

ander the direction of Mesars.
and Lowe. Buudreds bave tur
God. and the city is gremly
apacious new market-house
sod fitted up 8o as Lo seat 2,
comfortably, snd the meetings as
. A choir of 200 voices Iny
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